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The Chinese nation, a nation intermittentl%/ strong and weak, honorable and infamous,
awake and asleep, with a history of five millennia at the shortest and probably longer,
has experienced the highest stage of ancient civilizations in the most prosperous
dynasties of the world, and made indelible contributions to the advance of human
societies. As the world™ s bi%gest nation, the Chinese people account for
approximately a quarter of the whole population on earth.
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