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| like your clothes awfully, okjchaF " heremarked after somehalf an hour or so

had passeds Inwgom%togetak)ackveWernoMngsumrny&ﬂfauﬂeday, as soon
as | can afford ite egyour pardon, ” said the Mole, "pulling himself together
withan efforte  “Youmustthink me very rude; but all this is so newto me, So - this -



is-a-Riverl 7 “TheRiver, 7 correctedtheRate  “And you really live by the
river? What ajolly life! 7 “Byitand withitandonitandinit, ” said the Rate

“Its brother andsister to me, ‘and aunts and company, and food and drink,
and (naturally) washing. ltsmyworld, andIdontwantany others Whatit hasnt
gotis not worth having, and what it doesnt know is notworth knowing. Lord! the
times weve had together! Whether inwinter or summer, spring or autumn, its
always gotits fun and itsexcitements, When the floods are on in February, and my
cellars andbasement are brimming with drink thats no good to me, and thebrown
water runs by my best bedroom window; oragain when it alldrops away and shows
patches of mud that smells like plum-cake, and the rushes and weed clog the
channels, and|can potter aboutdry-shod over most of the bed of it and fred fresh
food to eat, andthings careless people have dropped out of boats! ”  "Butisntita
bit dull at times? ” the Mole ventured to ask.  “Justyou and the river, and no one
else to passaword with? ”  “Nooneelse to - well, [mustnt be hard onyou, ~
said the Rat withforbearance.  “Youre new toit, and of course you dont knows
Thebank is so crowded nowadays that many people are moving awayaltogether, Oh
no, itisntwhatitusedtobe, atallo
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