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Notlongago, mydaughter&#039;sfrostingshoeswerescratchedbysomeone&#039;sknife
. Sheburstintotears. Itooktheshoestotheshoemakertogetthemrepaired.
Theyoungapprenticeglancedattheopeningandsaid,  “thereisnothinglcandobuttorepl

acetheupper.
Hismasterlookedatthemandsaidtome,  “Ifyoutrustme, lwilladdmorescratchesonbo
thoftheshoes. ” Iwasconfusedandaskedwhy.

Heexplained. “Asiftheopeningsweremadeonpurposeforthesakeofspecialstyleandreu
se. Ididn&#039;tfungnderstandhim, butldecidedtoleavetheshoes.
Twodayslaterldroppedbyfromworktofetchtheshoes. Atthefirstsightlfoundtheywereind
eedfiveorsixmorescratchesoneachshoe, butalltheopeningswerepatchedbysoftleatheri
nrustredwithedgessewedbythickhempthread; thestitchesweretwistedwiththeappeara
nceofroughnessandplainnesswhichwasinaccordancewiththequalityoffrostingleather,
moreuniqueandinterestingthanever. Icouldn&#039;thelpmakingcomplimentsonthem
aster&#039;scraftsmanship.

Anothertime, mywife&#039;ssister&#039;swhiteblousewastomalargeopeningontheba
Ck.d Mywifetookitoverandcheckedcarefully. andthensaid. “Letmetakeithomeandm
endit.””

Threedayslater, seeingtheblouseagain, Iwasshocked: allthecracksandopeningswer
esewedupbythinandwhitethreadandtheytookonalookofbranches, liketheicecrystalon
winter&#039;sbranchesinthenorth. Inordertointensifytheeffect, sheattachedafattysn
owmanandacabinmadeofflowerycottonragsontheshirt. Isighedwithpraise, — “1t&#039
;sjustasbeautifuIasapieceofart!”

‘lwasinspiredbythatcraftsman. Patchesaresupposedtobearegret, butaskillfulcrafts
mancanmakeittakeonakindofperfection, ” repliedmyw
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