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This book has been described as a world-class masterpiece and indeed fascinating like
so. Once | open this book, ljust can” t putitdown. Thus I recommend this book for all
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reason. Through this "genealogy" of history, Foucault shows us how modern society
has become penal and coercive in nature; and perhaps more importantly, that all us
now live in the midst of an abstract, authoritative public "gaze." Discipline and Punish
is still relevant for today, even though the Panopticon has vanished. I think this book is
brilliant and disturbing. It is not always easy to read, but then, what book worth
reading is? Foucault is given to dramatic images, and he does little to mitigate the
impact of these images on the reader. Perhaps he is really trying to increase this
impact. Since he is attempting to counter the powers of normalization, he may need all
of the momentum he can get. o \ o \
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