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The book assumes that the students will have access to a computer algebra
system.Appendix C describes the features of AXIOM, Maple, Mathematica, and
REDUCE that are most relevant to the text. We do not assume any prior experience with
a com-puter. However, many of the algorithms in the book are described in
pseudocode, which may be unfamiliar to students with no background in
prograrﬁmmg. Appendix B con-tains a careful descripLion of the pseudocode that we
use in the text
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