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While scholars have proposed a number of hypotheses to explain why the poem was
written, a definitive answer to this question remains elusive. Regardless of Proba's
intent, the poem would go on to be widely circulated, and it eventually was used in
schools to teach the tenets of Christianity, often alongside Augustine of Hippo's De
Doctéma Christiana. But while the poem was popular, critical reception was more
mixed.
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