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For the first time in the history of the Little House books, this new edition features
Garth Williams' interior art in vibrant, full color, as well as a beautifully redesigned
cover
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| think this is my favorite book in this series yet. After the long, cold winter, Laura and
her family are settling back into life at the homestead. Laura worries about Mary being
able to attend college and helps the family save b%/ taking a job sewing, there are
"literaries” in the winter evenings that have everything from spelling contents to songs,
and Laura is struggling to work toward being a teacher while fighting with her rival
Nellie Oleson, who&#039;s moved to the same town. The writing in this book seemed a
lot more polished than in the previous ones. There wasn&#039;t one giant overall plot,
but I really liked all the details about how time passed in this town and what life was
like; so much happened in here that the pace never seemed to drop. The descriptions
about the literaries were fun and gave you a sense of how the entire town came
to%ether forentertainment. | also really liked the parts about Laura&#039;s rivalry with
Nellie, who&#039;s easy to dislike but makes a good counter to Laura and her more
likable friends. Also, now that Laura is older, she makes more poiﬁnant observations,
such as the fact that Ma hates sewing but won&#039;t ever complain about it because
it needs to be done. One things that struck me while reading was how these books
really do reflect a different time and a different culture. Obviously, | knew this before
starting to read and evidence of this has been plentiful in the previous books, but it
was interesting to see all the stuff that happened in here that&#039;s no longer
considered acceptable: tovvnspeoCPIe in blackface, singing songs about "Darkies", more
talk about Indians, and even the idea that everyone had to go to a Revival or else be
painted as an atheist - which, of course, was completely unacceptable at the time.
These things are all so odd by today&#039;s standards, but they were clearly par for the



course back then. It was very interesting to read about, and | imagine it&#039;d make
for some excellent discussions too.
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first paid job outside the home and her last terms of schooling. At the end of the book,
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