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The Catcherin Rye is the ultimate novel for disaffected youth, but it's relevant to all
ages. The story is told by Holden Caulfield, a seventeen- year-old dropout who has just
been kicked out of his fourth school. Throughout, Holden dissects the 'phony" aspects
of society, and the 'phonies' themselves: the headmaster whose affability depends on

the wealth of the parents, his roommate who scores with girls using sickly-sweet

affection.
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J. D. Salinger was born in 1919. He grew up in New York City, and wrote short stories
from an early age, but his breakthrou&h came in 1948 with the publication in The New
Yorker of 'A Perfect Day for Bananafish'. The Catcher in the Rye was his first and only
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