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First published in 1878, this collection of comic poems and traditional rhymes for
ve%you ngbcmldren is outstanding for its delightful watercolor illustrations by the great
children's book illustrator Randolph Caldecott.
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The Summer of the Swans is a contemporary realistic fiction novel that tells us the
story about a girl named Sara and her brother Charlie, whom live with their Aunt Willie
because their mother passed away and their father figure has left. Charlie is young boy
who is mentally disabled and does not talk. Sara guards Charlie and will do anything
for Charlie. She is thrown into a tizzy when her brother goes missing. She is very defiant
and willing to do anything to find her brother. The character of Sara is what | think
makes this book so Interesting. Sara is the older sister of Charlie and thus carries
characteristics such as: hard working, opinionated, and truly defiant at some
moments. Through the story, Sara struggles with her self esteem for her legs are too
skinny, or her feet are too big. Sara looks up to her older sister and wishes that she was
as beautiful as she is. The reader really picks up on the fact that Sara is not confident
with herself. After Charlie goes missing, Sara&#039;s defiance begins to lessen and thus
turning her life into a new perspective. | love how the author&#039;s message is
"don&#039;t sweat the small stuff" because there are bigger things that need to be
taken care of. This is can be read to young adult readers and children too. This youn
girl gives a realistic sense with her feelings and actions and thus giving us a sense at the
end of the story that things are going to change and she is going to grow up. This was
an excellent read and highly recommended to all readers.(less)KellySara&#039;s
fourteenth summer was tumin% out to be the most confusing time of her life. Up until
then, things had flowed smoot lg, like the gliding swans on the lake. Now she wanted
to fly away from everything--her beautiful older sister, her bossy Aunty Willie, her
remote father, and, most of all, from herself.
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