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How many children&#039;s books do you know where the girl (rather than a boy or an
animal) saves the day by doing something heroic? Relatively few come to my mind. As
the parent of two daughters, I was delighted to find this wonderful tale of 19th century
entertainment fills that bill. Ms. McCully had originally set out to write a biography of
the famous tightrope walker Blondin, when she decided to write this book instead. The
Mirette character is based on her own recollections of being a brave girl. This book
contains unusually high quality illustrations, even for a Caldecott Medal Winner (as the
best illustrated children&#039;s book of 1993). The style shares a great deal with
Toulouse-Lautrec but is more appealing because there is more subtlety and use of soft
pastel shades. You will definitely feel like you&#039;ve stepped through the looking
glass into a world of entertainment in 1890&#039;s Paris.

How many children&#039;s books do you know where the girl (rather than a boy or an
animal) saves the day by doing something heroic? Relatively few come to my mind. As
the parent of two daughters, I was delighted to find this wonderful tale of 19th century
entertainment fills that bill. Ms. McCully had originally set out to write a biography of
the famous tightrope walker Blondin, when she decided to write this book instead. The
Mirette character is based on her own recollections of being a brave girl. This book
contains unusually high quality illustrations, even for a Caldecott Medal Winner (as the
best illustrated children&#039;s book of 1993). The style shares a great deal with
Toulouse-Lautrec but is more appealing because there is more subtlety and use of soft
pastel shades. You will definitely feel like you&#039;ve stepped through the looking
glass into a world of entertainment in 1890&#039;s Paris. The story opens to find
Mirette helping her mother keep a boardinghouse for entertainers (traveling players for
the theaters and music halls) called Gateau&#039;s. "Acrobats, jugglers, actors, and
mimes from as far away as Moscow and New York" stayed and ate there. What a
wonderful place for a child!



REER IR, RARYT, ESWIRREY, FrAXAORERN, ERRR Mirette
was always fascinated by the strange and mterestm%people who stayed in her
mother&#039;s boarding house. But no one excited her as much as Bellini, who walks
the clothesline with the grace and ease of a bird. When Mirette discovers that fear has
kept him from performing for years, she sets out to show him that sometimes a student
can be the greatest teacher of all. Full color. Mirette was always fascinated by the
strange and interesting people who stayed in her mother&#039;s boarding house. But
no one excited her as much as Bellini, who walks the clothesline with the grace and
ease of a bird. When Mirette discovers that fear has kept him from performing for years,
she sets out to show him that sometimes a student can be the greatest teacher of all.
Full color.Mirette was always fascinated by the strange and interesting people who
stayed in her mother&#039;s boarding house. But no one excited her as much as
Bellini, who walks the clothesline with the grace and ease of a bird. When Mirette
discovers that fear has kept him from performing for years, she sets out to show him
that sometimes a student can be the greatest teacher of all. Full color.

This book is an adventurous book and to those who love adventurous books you have
to read this one!l recommend this book to everyone who loves adventures in stories. |
love this book because its full of ecstatic fun! Its about an ordinary-looking dog called
lara and she has a pack full of adventure and hilarous journeys.| think the genre is
adventure and humour, and is awesome for anyone at any age! | hope you read it and
enjoy it! My son recvd. this book as a gift from his Granny and he couldn&#039;t put it
down. He was laughing out loud and ended up reading it 3 times in 2 days. Now | have
to see if there are other books by this author.This book'is an adventurous book and to
those who love adventurous books you have to read this onell recommend this book
to everyone who loves adventures in stories. | love this book because its full of ecstatic
fun!Its about an ordinar%—lookmg dog called lara and she has a pack full of adventure
and hilarous journeys.| think the genre is adventure and humour , and is awesome for
anyone at any age! [ hope you read it and enjoy it!

B LD, AT=EM T, Tutored by the world-renowned Monsieur Bellini, Mirette
becomes a skillful tightrope walker. But when she discovers that Bellini is overcome
with fear on the wire, Mirette begins to feel fear and doubt herself. The beautiful blend
of art and text in this Caldecott Medal book will touch the heart of every reader."
--Mailbox Magazine "In this picture book set in 19th-century Paris, a child helps a
daredevil who has lost his edge to regain his confidence. Many traveling performers
stay at Madame Gateaux&#039;s boarding house, but Mme.&#039;s daughter Mirette is
particularly taken with one guest--the quiet gentleman who can walk along the
clothesline without falling off. Mirette implores the boarder to teach her his craft, not
knowing that her instructor is the * ~ Great Bellini&#039;&#039; of high wire fame. After
much practice the %irljoins Bellini on the wire as he conquers his fear and
demonstrates to all of Paris that he is still the best. McCully&#039;s story has an
exciting premise and starting point, but unfortunately ends up as a missed
opportunity. Bellini&#039;s anxiety may be a bit sophisticated for the intended
audience and, surprisingly, the scenes featuring Mirette and Bellini on the high wire



lack drama and intensity. McCully&#039;s rich palette and skillful renderings of shadow
and L| ht sources make this an inviting postcard from the Old World." --Publishers
Weekly

Mirette lives in a boarding house surrounded by actors, dancers, jugglers and mimes.
Her life is filled with exciting stories and fascinating people. None as ma%ical as the
stranger Mirette discovers crossing the courtyard on air--a tightrope walker. Mirette
becomes the stranger&#039;s pupil and learns to walk the wire. Features brilliant
watercolor and %ouache paintings, reminiscent of the French Impressionists. 1993
Caldecott Medal'winner. In this picture book set in 19th-century Paris, a child helps a
daredevil who has lost his edge to regain his confidence. Many traveling performers
stay at Madame Gateaux&#039;s boarding house, but Mme.&#039;s daughter Mirette is
particularly taken with one guest--the quiet gentleman who can walk along the
clothesline without falling off. Mirette implores the boarder to teach her his craft, not
knowing that her instructor is the * ~ Great Bellini&#039;&#039; of high wire fame. After
much practice the %ir\joms Bellini on the wire as he conquers his fear and
demonstrates to all of Paris that he is still the best. McCully&#039;s story has an
exciting premise and starting point, but unfortunately ends up as a missed
opportunity. Bellini&#039;s anxiety may be a bit sophisticated for the intended
audience and, surprisingly, the scenes featuring Mirette and Bellini on the high wire
lack drama and intensity. McCully&#039;s rich palette and skillful renderings of shadow
and light sources make this an inviting postcard from the Old World.&"

Pl REALHEER! MU JEBIEEME! | | Jane Yolen has written more than
two hundred books for children and adults, including the Caldecott Medal winner, Owl
Moon (illustrated by John Schoenherr). How Do Dinsosaurs Say Good Night? and its
companions have sold millions of copies and are international bestsellers. She lives in
western Massachusetts and St. Andrews, Scotland. Mark Teague has delighted young
readers with more than twenty picture books, many of which he has written himself,
including the prize—vvirmm% LaRue series and his novel, The Doom Machine. He lives in
New York State with his wife and two daughters.Norman Bridwell (born February 15,
1928 in Kokomo, Indiana, U.S.) is an American author and cartoonist, best-known for
the Clifford the Big Red Dog series of children&#039;s books. Bridwell attended John
Herron School of Art in Indianapolis, Indiana and Cooper Union in New York City. He
currently resides on Martha&#039;s Vineyard, MA, where he continues to write an
average of two books a year. There are over 126 million copies of his books in print in
13 languages.He lives in Edgartown, MA with his wife Norma. They have two children,
son, Tim, and daughter, Emily Elizabeth.Emily Arold Jane Yolen has written more than
two hundred books for children and adults, including the Caldecott Medal winner, Owl
Moon (illustrated by John Schoenherr). How Do Dinsosaurs Say Good Night? Jane
Yolen has written more than two hundred books for children and adults, including the
Caldecott Medal winner, Owl Moon (illustrated by John Schoenherr). How Do
Dinsosaurs Say Good Night? Mirette lives in a boarding house surrounded by actors,
dancers, jugglers and mimes. Her life is filled with exciting stories and fasc:matmg
people. None as magical as the stranger Mirette discovers crossing the courtyard on
air--a tightrope walker. Mirette becomes the stranger&#039;s pupil and learns to walk
the wire. Features brilliant watercolor and gouache paintings, reminiscent of the
French Impressionists. 1993 Caldecott Medal winner,



The images in this book are that of water color, but they seem to be done differently
than most other books that use water color for their illustrations. The difference is in
these water color pictures the color seems to be completely filled in and thicker. The
colors also have depth and don&#039;t seem so light at times. The pictures indeed told
the story in their own way with this book. | loved how it ended because the last words
say nothing about them having a future of wire walking together, but when you flip the
page one more time you see Mirette looking at a big poster that shows them walkin
together and implies that is how they spent their days from there on. It is times like that
which really show the importance of illustrations in a story. Mirette is a young girl who
dreams of being a star, and she discovers her new talent when a guest comes fo stay at
her hotel. McCully uses watercolor paintings to bring her story to new heights. While
the images are not very defined, this blurriness allows the reader to see how fast
moving some of these scenes can be. McCully uses bright colors throughout the book,
and she also uses different colors to separate different building, people, etc. McCully
adds small details into herillustrations that really bring the scenes to life such as art on
the wall or a pattern for the tablecloth. These details may seem unimportant, but the
reader feels that this place does exist and contains these details. MCCUHK uses her
illustration at the end of the story to tell the ending. From the image of the poster, the
audience can have some resolution to put together with the text. The images of
I\/ICCtuha[]e used to bring us into the world of Mirette, and we come to life on the high
wire with ner.

Susan Meddaugh was born and raised in Montclair, New Jersey. She graduated from
Wheaton College, where she studied French literature and fine arts. After workin
briefly with an advertising agency in New York, she moved to Boston and worked at a
publishing companyfortengearsSusan Meddaugh was born and raised in Montclair,
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to Boston and worked at a publishing company for ten yearsSusan Meddaugh was
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agency in New York, she moved to Boston and worked at a publishing company for ten
earsSusan Meddaugh was born and raised in Montclair, New Jersey. She graduated
rom Wheaton College, where she studied French literature and fine arts. After working
briefly with an advertising agency in New York, she moved to Boston and worked at a
publishing companyfortentyearsSusan Meddaugh was born and raised in Montclair,
New Jersey. She graduated from Wheaton College, where she studied French literature
and fine arts. After working briefly with an advertising agency in New York, she moved
to Boston and worked at a publishing company for ten yearsSusan Meddaugh was
born and raised in Montclair, New Jersey. She graduated from Wheaton College, where
she studied French literature and fine arts. After working brieﬂ%vvith an advertising
agency in New York, she moved to Boston and worked at a publishing company for ten
earsSusan Meddaugh was born and raised in Montclair, New Jersey. She graduated
rom Wheaton College, where she studied French literature and fine arts. After working
briefly with an advertising agency in New York, she moved to Boston and worked at a
publishing companyfortenfyearsSusan Meddaugh was born and raised in Montclair,
New Jersey. She graduated from Wheaton College, where she studied French literature



and fine arts. After working briefly with an advertising agency in New York, she moved
to Boston and worked at a publishing company for ten yearsSusan Meddaugh was
born and raised in Montclair, New Jersey. She graduated from Wheaton College, where
she studied French literature and fine arts. After working brieﬂ;gvvith an advertising
agency in New York, she moved to Boston and worked at a publishing company for ten
earsSusan Meddaugh was born and raised in Montclair, New Jersey. She graduated
rom Wheaton College, where she studied French literature and fine arts. After working
briefly with an advertising agency in New York, she moved to Boston and worked at a
publishing companyfortenfvearsSusan Meddaugh was born and raised in Montclair,
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