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This book has been described as a world-class masterpiece and indeed fascinating like



so. Once I open this book, | just can’ t put it down. Thus | recommend this book for all
of you, m% ear friends. This book has been described as a masterpiece, and for good
reason. Through this "genealogy" of history, Foucault shows us how modern society
has become penal and coercive in nature; and perhaps more importantly, that all us
now live in the midst of an abstract, authoritative public "gaze." Discipline and Punish
is still relevant for today, even though the Panopticon has vanished. I think this book is
brilliant and disturbing. It is not always easy to read, but then, what book worth
reading is? Foucault is given to dramatic images, and he does little to mitigate the
impact of these images on the reader. Perhaps he is really trying to increase this
impact. Since he is attempting to counter the powers of normalization, he may need all
of the momentum he can get. o \ o
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This probing study argues that, far from fostering rapacious materialism, economic
growth is a prerequisite for the creation of a liberal, open society. Harvard economist
Friedman, author of Day of Reckoning: The Consequences of American Economic
Policy in the 1980s, contends that periods of robust economic growth, in which most
people see their circumstances palpably improving, foster tolerance, democracy and
%enerous public support for the disadvantaged. Economic stagnation and insecurity,

y contrast, usher in distrust, retrenchment and reaction, as well as a tightfisted
callousness toward the poor and-from the nativism of 19th-century Populists to the
white supremacist movement of the 1980s-a scape oatm% of immigrants and
minorities. Exploring two centuries of historical evidence, from income and
unemployment data to period novels, Friedman elucidates connections between
economic conditions, social attitudes and public policy throughout the world. He
offers a nuanced defense of globalization a%amst claims that it promotes inequality
and, less convincingly, remains optimistic that technology will resolve the conflicts
between continual growth and environmental degradation. Friedman&#039;s
progressive attitude doesn&#039;t extend to his cautious approach to promoting

rowth in America; a critic of Bush&#039;s tax cuts and deficits, he advocates fiscal

iscipline to free savings for investment, along with educational initiatives, including
&"school choice,&" to boost worker productivity. Its muted conclusion aside,
Friedman&#039;s is a lucid, judiciously reasoned call for renewed attention to
broad-based economic advancement.
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