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Dickens's great coming-of-age novel, now in a beautiful clothbound Penguin edition
This is the novel Dickens regarded as his 'favourite child' and is considered his most
autobiographical. As David recounts his experiences from childhood to the discovery
of his vocation as a successful novelist, Dickens draws openly and revealingly on his
own life. Among the gloriously vivid cast of characters are Rosa Dartle, Dora;
Steerforth, and the'umble Uriah Heep, along with Mr Micawber, a portrait of
Dickens's own father which evokes a mixture of love, nostalgia and guilt. Dickens's
ﬁreat Bildungsroman (based, inpart, on hisown boyhood)is a work filled with

ife, both comic and tragic. Charles Dickens (1812-70) had his first, astounding
success with his first novel The Pickwick Papers and never looked back. In an
extraordinarily full life he wrote, campaigned and spoke on a huge range of issues,
and was involved in many of the key aspects of Victorian life, by turns cajoling,
moving and irritating. He completed fourteen full-length novels and volume after
volume of journalism. Of all his many works, he called David Copperfield his
'favouhrite child'. Jeremy Tambling is Professor of Literature at the University of
Mancnhester.
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Victor Hugo (1802-85) was the most forceful, prolific and versatile of French
nineteenth-century writers. He wrote Romantic costume dramas, many volumes of
lyrical and satirical verse, political and other journalism, criticism and several novels,
the best known of which are Les Miserables 81862) and the youthful Notre-Dame de
Paris (1831). Aroyalist and conservative as a young man, Hugo later became a
committed social democrat and during the Second Empire of Napoleon Il was exiled
from France, living in the Channel Islands. He returned to Paris in 1870 and remained a

great public figure until his death: his body lay in state under the Arc de Triomphe



before being buried in the Panthéon.
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