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Jane Austen was born on December 16, 1775 at Steventon near Basingstoke, the
seventh child of the rector of the parish. She lived with her family at Steventon until
they moved to Bath when her father retired in 1801. After his death in 1805, she moved
around with her mother; in 1809, they settled in Chawton, near Alton, Hampshire. Here
she remained, except for a few visits to London, until in May 1817 she moved to
Winchester to be near her doctor. There she died on July 18, 1817. As a girl Jane

won an open scholarship to Trinity College, Dublin, and went from there to Magdalen
College, Oxford, where he took a First in Greats, won the Newdigate Prize for Poetry
and announced that 'Somehow or other I'll be famous, and if not famous, notorious'.
In London he set about establishing himself as a poet and wit, and when Gilbert and
Sullivan's comic opera Patience toured the USA in 1882 he was invited to give a speech
before every performance so that American audiences could recognize the 'perfectly
Brecious young aesthete' satirized in the character of Bunthorne. This brought him

oth celebrity and money, and in
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