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MARY POPE OSBORNE is the author of the New York Times number one bestselling
Magic Tree House series. She and her husband, writer Will Osborne (author of Magic
Tree House: The Musical), live in northwestern Connecticut with their three dogs. Ms.
Osborne is also the coauthor of the companion Magic Tree House Fact Trackers series
with Will, and with her sister, Natalie Pope Boyce.

awarded his GhostHunting Diploma. Everybody, including Tom, thinks that this is a
mere formality, because as we all know, he has already defeated ghosts in Category
Six, and the field test requires capturing a mere Category Three specimen. The thing is,



there's a new guy on the Examining Board, and he's changed the rules a bit, so that the
apparently routine task becomes just a little more challenging. Tom is only allowed
one assistant for the assignment, and that means that he has to choose between Hetty
Hyssop and Hugo the Averagely Spooky Ghost. Logistics demands that he choose the
one with a driver's license, and of course the otherisn't too pleased about it. When
they arrive at the old village of Bogpool, they find it buzzing with %hostly energy, and
soon learn that the village is a veritable ghost-magnet, and that the ghosts there don't
much care for Ghost Hunters of any sort. The particular ghost required for the
assignment turns out to be a rather unpleasant NEPGA (which we are told is a Negative
Projection of a Ghostly Apparition), which would have been all well and good if it
hadn't et on that it was really the "Twelfth Messenger", and believe me, this sounds a
lot nicer than it actually turns out to be. It isn't long before the earth starts moving and
the mud starts bubbling, and the intrepid team of Hyssop & Co (plus a new friend) find
themselves ﬂghting for their lives. Ghosts of all sorts herald the arrival of the terrible
"I\/Iudd¥ Monster of Doom" and his dreaded sidekick the "Thirteenth Messenger”, and
this definitely seems like one assignment doomed for failure.
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